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entitled "An act granting additional quarantine powers and imposing 
additional duties upon the Marine-Hospital Service," and all rules and 
regulations heretofore prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury 
under that act are to be given full force and effect in the islands of Cuba 
and Porto Rico, and the following additional rules and regulations are 
hereby promulgated : 

The examination in ports of the islands of Cuba and Porto Rico of 
incoming and outgoing vessels and the necessary surveillance over their 
sanitary condition as well as of cargo, passengers, crew, and of all per- 
sonal effects, is vested in and will be conducted by the Marine-Hospital 
Service, and medical officers of that Service will be detailed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury as quarantine officers at the ports of Havana, 
Matanzas, Cienfuegos, and Santiago immediately, and at other ports 
in the islands of Cuba and Porto Rico as soon as practicable or neces- 
sary. Quarantine officers shall have authority over vessels, their 
wharfage and anchorage in infected seaports, in so far as is necessary to 
prevent the infection of vessels or their personnel, and all vessels includ- 
ing vessels of the army transport service and merchant and coastwise 
vessels, leaving ports in the islands of Cuba or Porto Rico, for the 
United States or for other ports in the islands of Cuba or Porto Rico, 
vessels of the United States Navy excepted. Quarantine officers will 
enforce necessary measures on incoming vessels through collectors of 
customs at ports of entry, who will not permit entry without quarantine 
certificates, and bill of health shall not be given to an outgoing vessel 
unless all quarantine regulations have been complied with. All officers 
of the army transport service and medical officers of the Army and 
Marine-Hospital Service on duty on army transports will use every 
precaution to prevent danger of exposure to infection of crews while 
in ports in the islands of Cuba or Porto Rico. 

On and after March 15, 1899, the said quarantine expenses in the 
Island of Cuba shall be paid from the fund derived from the tonnage 
taxes of said island as hereinafter specified. The proceeds of said 
taxes in the Island of Cuba, not to exceed $300,000 in each fiscal year, 
shall be set aside, and the quarantine expenses in the Island of Cuba 
paid therefrom on certificate of a medical officer, detailed under Execu- 
tive order of January 17, 1899. 

The quarantine expenses in the Island of Porto Rico on and after 
March 15, 1899, shall be paid from the revenues of the island on certifi- 
cate of a medical officer detailed under Executive order of January 17, 
1899. 

Addition to quarantine regulations — Disinfection of baggage and effects of 
soldiers returning to the United States from Cuba. 

[Department Circular No. 44.] 

Treasury Department, 
Office of Supervising Surgeon- General, 

Marine- Hospital Service, 

Washington, D. C, March 4, 1899. 
The following addition is hereby made to the quarantine regulations 
for the ports of the United States : 

Art. II, par. 6. All baggage and effects of soldiers from Havana and 
Cienfuegos, arriving at any port in the United States south of the south- 
ern boundary of Maryland, must be disinfected prior to vessel's entry. 



387 March 24, 1899 

Soldiers' baggage and effects from all Cuban ports, arriving at the 
above-mentioned ports in the United States after March 15, 1899, must 
be disinfected. 

Walter Wyman, 
Supervising Surgeon- General U. 8. M. H. 8. 
Approved : 

L. J. Gage, Secretary. 

Inquiring into the causes of the prevalence or disappearance of yellow fever 

in certain seaports. 

[Note. — The replies will be published as received under the names of the countries 

to which they refer.] 

Treasury Department, 
Washington, D. C, January 28, 1899. 

Sir: I am informed by the Surgeon-General of the United States 
Marine-Hospital Service that the subject of yellow fever in the various 
seaports of North and South America, including the West Indies, is one 
that is now engaging the attention of public sanitarians. It is desired 
to ascertain the cause of the prevalence of yellow fever in certain ports, 
the effect of municipal and port sanitation thereon, and to determine 
what measures, if any, may be taken to suppress, wholly or in part, this 
disease, which is not only a constant menace to human life, but a serious 
impediment to commerce. 

I have, therefore, to request that our consular officers in the follow- 
ing-named ports be directed to transmit for the information of the 
Surgeon-General of the United States Marine-Hospital Service replies to 
the subjoined inquiries. 

The reports indicated are desired from Port au Prince, Haiti ; Jacmel, 
Haiti ; Santo Domingo, Santo Domingo ; Georgetown, Demerara ; 
St. Thomas, Danish West Indies ; Tampico, Mexico ; Vera Cruz, Mexico ; 
Progreso, Mexico ; Merida, Mexico ; Colon, United States of Colombia ; 
Panama, United States of Colombia ; Guayaquil, Ecuador ; Maracaibo, 
Venezuela ; Pernambuco, Brazil ; Bahia, Brazil ; Ceara, Brazil ; Bio de 
Janeiro, Brazil; Santos, Brazil. 

With regard to each of the above-named ports, it is desired to have 
a description of the harbor, together with diagrams showing the portions 
thereof wherein vessels are most liable to become infected with yellow 
fever and the reasons therefor, such as discharge of sewage, prevailing 
winds, stagnant water, etc. ; also what plans have been made or sug- 
gested for improving these conditions in said harbors. 

In addition to the above, replies are requested to the following 
inquiries relating to the ports : 

First. What measures of municipal sanitation have been taken 
during the last twenty years which would have an effect upon the pre- 
valence of yellow fever? 

Second. What are the quarantine regulations now in operation and 
how long have they been in operation? 

Third. What ehange has taken place within the last twenty years in 
the commerce with ports where yellow fever is endemic ; i. e., has there 
been a falling off or an increase of traffic with said ports? 

Fourth. If attainable,' mortuary reports of yellow fever to be trans- 
mitted by years. If said reports are not attainable, make such general 
statements as are possible relating to the increase or decrease of yellow 
fever in the past twenty years. 



